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said Committees, be accepted as the will of this Association; 
that the Georgia Historical Association hereby declares itself 
amalgamated with the Georgia Historical Society; that the 
'Plan of Merger' be spread upon the minutes of the Associa- 
tion that the President of the Association appoint a Committee 
with plenary powers to carry into effect the union of the two 
organizations; and that the said Committee be authorized to 
deliver to the Treasurer of the Georgia Historical Society all 
the assets of the Association." 



THE GEORGIA HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION. 

To the Members of the Association : 

You have no doubt seen in the press an account of the 
amalgamation of the Association with the Georgia Historical 
Society. This union of the two organizations was effected by 
unanimous votes of the Society at its meeting on May 3rd, and 
of the Association at its annual meeting on May 22nd. In 
view of the importance of this step, it is fitting that a state- 
ment should be addressed to you explaining the circumstances 
which led to it. 

The organization of the Georgia Historical Association in 
1917 was due to the feeling that the Georgia Historical So- 
ciety had failed in a measure to live up to its name, since prac- 
tically throughout its history its officers and curators, and 
largely the membership, had been confined to Savannah, 
while the publications of the Society had usually been devoted 
to the Colonial and Revolutionary phases of our State history. 
The founders of the Association desired to organize an his- 
torical society which would be State-wide in its membership 
and cover the whole range of Georgia history in its activities. 

The response to the appeal for membersliip and support 
for the new organization was widespread. We succeeded in 
enrolling nearly 500 members, every part of Georgia being 
represented. We have held four annual meetings, at which 
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historical papers and addresses of a high order were presented. 
These have been put into your hands through the medium of 
the Proceedings of the Association. 

The Association has found itself financially unable to un- 
dertake any other publication. It was, however, putting aside 
a small annual surplus, and last year a movement was begun to 
establish a quarterly magazine through private contributions. 
Something over $2,000 was raised for this purpose, and an- 
nouncement was made that the first number of the magazine 
would appear on January 1st last. 

While the plans were being perfected for beginning the pro- 
posed magazine, Judge Cobb received a letter from Col A. R. 
Lawton, his lifelong friend and the President of the Georgia 
Historical Society, suggesting an amalgamation of the two or- 
ganizations. Judge Cobb was inclined to look favorably on 
the suggestion and laid the matter before the members of our 
Executive Council, all of whom were found like-minded. 

In January an informal conference was held in Atlanta be- 
tween representatives of the two organizations; a full and 
frank discussion of the situation was had and a tentative 
agreement reached. The Presidents of the two organizations 
were requested to appoint committees to confer together and 
draw up a plan of merger. These committees met in Savannah 
on March 6th, and prepared the formal scheme of union, which 
subsequently, as above related, was adopted by the two organi- 
zations. 

This agreement entered into between the two organiza- 
tions provides that the united bodies shall retain the title and 
legal domicile of the Society. This was felt to be due and 
fitting on account of the prestige and dignity of the older or- 
ganization, and the considerable amount of property which the 
Society owns in Savannah. The agreement emphasizes the 
State-wide character of the united societies, providing that the 
controlling body (the Board of Curators) is hereafter to be 
chosen from the State as a whole, instead of being confired 
principally to the city of Savannah; and by the requirement 
that in future the annual meeting shall rotate among the larger 
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centers of the State, in which it is proposed to organize branch 
societies. The publications, including the Quarterly, are to 
be put under the control of persons having special qualifica- 
tions for this work. The annual dues have been reduced 
from $5 to $3, for the ordinary membership. 

Needless to say, our conferences with representatives of the 
Society were altogether agreeable; no difficulty whatever was 
met with in securing the readjustments which we felt must 
necessarily be made before the Georgia Historical Society 
could claim to be a genuinely popular State-wide institution. 
All lovers of Georgia History are to be congratulated on the 
happy outcome of the schism which occurred several years 
ago, and it gives us great pleasure to inform you that you are 
now a regular member of the Georgia Historical Society. We 
trust that you will not only retain your own membership, but 
will assist the Society in finding new members. The com- 
bined membership of the amalgamated societies is about 900; 
the budget for the current year will necessitate our having no 
fewer than 1,000 regular members. 

Within a short time you will receive from Mr. C. F. Groves, 
Secretary of the 'Georgia Historical Society, Savannah, Ga., a 
copy of the Quarterly with an account of the merger and full 
information with reference to the Georgia Historical Society. 
You will also receive a statement giving the changes in the per- 
sonnel of the curators and officers of that Society. 

Respectfully yours, 

ANDREW J. COBB, 
President Georgia Historical Association. 

W. O. PAYNE, 
Secretary Georgia Historical Association. 

Athens, Ga., 
June 23, 1920. 



